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Foundation 0» GliaPharm

First Foundation Puccini ALS Symposium

24t September 2025 Lausanne CHUV, Auditoire Yersin
An application for recognition as 0.5 day of continuing
education is currently under review

Program

08:45 Registration, In front of auditoire Yersin, CHUV, Lausanne

09:00 Welcoming
Sylvain Lengacher, co-CEO GliaPharm SA

09:05 Puccini Foundation presentation,
Luca Regli and Filippo Donati, Puccini Foundation

Morning Session

09:15 AAV-based gene therapy: application to motoneuron disease and next-
generation vector design
Bernard Schneider, EPFL

09:45 Neuroimmune Motor Synapse Elimination in ALS
Brian McCabe, EPFL

10:15 TDP-43 regulation of microglial function
Rosa Paolicelli, UNIL

10:45 Coffee Break, Hall Auditorium, CHUV Lausanne

11:05 Metabolomic Approaches to Identify Diagnostic, Prognostic, and Therapeutic
Monitoring Biomarkers in ALS

Hélene Blasco, Université de Tours

11:35 The Ying and Yang of Hydrogen sulphide in Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis
Patrizia Longone, Fondazione Santa Lucia

12:05 Lunch, Hall Auditorium, CHUV Lausanne

Afternoon Session

13:35 Challenges in ALS treatment - a clinician view
Markus Weber, HOCH Health Ostschweiz

14:05 Two Paths, One Disease: Understanding Sex Differences in ALS
Adriano Chio, University of Torino

14:35 Swiss ALS Registry
Jan Loosli, University Hospital Zurich

15:05 Targeting hypometabolism in ALS : a new therapeutic approach

Charles Finst Id, CSO Gliaph SA w: A
areeieEglg g The Puccini Foundation

15:35 Closing remarks is recognized as a public

interest organization and
15:40 Apero, Hall Auditorium, CHUV Lausanne is tax-exempt



Program

		Heure de début								hotel		Adresse

		8:45		Registration, In front of auditoire Yersin, CHUV, Lausanne		12:15:00 AM

		9:00		Welcoming		12:05:00 AM

				Sylvain Lengacher, co-CEO GliaPharm SA

		9:05		Puccini Foundation presentation, 		12:10:00 AM

				Luca Regli and Filippo Donati, Puccini Foundation

		Morning Session

		9:15		AAV-based gene therapy: application to motoneuron disease and next-generation vector design		12:30:00 AM		bernard.schneider@epfl.ch

				Bernard Schneider, EPFL

		9:45		Neuroimmune Motor Synapse Elimination in ALS		12:30:00 AM		brian.mccabe@epfl.ch

				Brian McCabe, EPFL

		10:15		TDP-43 regulation of microglial function		12:30:00 AM		rosachiara.paolicelli@unil.ch

				Rosa Paolicelli, UNIL

		10:45		Coffee Break, Hall Auditorium, CHUV Lausanne		12:20:00 AM



		11:05		Metabolomic Approaches to Identify Diagnostic, Prognostic, and Therapeutic Monitoring Biomarkers in ALS		12:30:00 AM		helene.blasco@univ-tours.fr		du 23 au 25 septembre

				Hélène Blasco, Université de Tours

		11:35		The Ying and Yang of Hydrogen sulphide in Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 		12:30:00 AM		p.longone@hsantalucia.it		Give response end of august		Molecular Neurobiology Unit
Room 201
Fondazione Santa Lucia
Via del Fosso di Fiorano 64
00143 Rome Italy
Tel. +39-06501703151

				Patrizia Longone, Fondazione Santa Lucia



		12:05		Lunch, Hall Auditorium, CHUV Lausanne		1:30:00 AM

		Afternoon Session

		13:35		Challenges in ALS treatment - a clinician view		12:30:00 AM		muskel-als@h-och.ch

				Markus Weber, HOCH Health Ostschweiz

		14:05		Two Paths, One Disease: Understanding Sex Differences in ALS		12:30:00 AM		adriano.chio@unito.it

				Adriano Chiò, University of Torino

		14:35		Swiss ALS Registry		12:30:00 AM		Jan.Loosli@usz.ch

				Jan Loosli, University Hospital Zurich

		15:05		Targeting hypometabolism in ALS : a new therapeutic approach		12:30:00 AM		cfinsterwald@gliapharm.com

				Charles Finsterwald, CSO Gliapharm SA

		15:35		Closing remarks 		12:05:00 AM



		15:40		Apero, Hall Auditorium, CHUV Lausanne



mailto:brian.mccabe@epfl.chmailto:rosachiara.paolicelli@unil.chmailto:helene.blasco@univ-tours.frmailto:p.longone@hsantalucia.itmailto:muskel-als@h-och.chmailto:adriano.chio@unito.itmailto:cfinsterwald@gliapharm.com

CV

		Sylvain Lengacher

		Fondation Puccini Prof. Luca Regli, Filippo Donati.

		Bernard Schneider

		Brian McCabe

		Rosa Paolicelli		Rosa Chiara Paolicelli, Short bio
Rosa obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Medical Biotechnology from the University of Bologna, Italy, in 2006, followed by a Master’s in Molecular Neuroscience from the University of Bristol, UK, in 2007. In 2011, she earned a PhD in Cellular and Molecular Biology from the European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL). She then joined the Institute of Regenerative Medicine at the University of Zurich, for her postdoc.
In 2018, Rosa joined the Department of Biomedical Sciences, University of Lausanne as a tenure-track assistant professor and, since 2024, has been an associate professor leading the Microglia Biology Lab.
Her research focuses on the molecular and cellular mechanisms regulating microglial function in health and disease, with particular emphasis on genetic risk factors and metabolic control. Combining in vitro and in vivo approaches, her lab investigates microglial dysfunction to gain deeper insight into the roles of microglia in brain development and neurodegeneration.

		Pause café

		Hélène Blasco		Hélène Blasco is a Professor of Medicine and Hospital Practitioner at CHU Bretonneau and the Faculty of Medicine, University of Tours, where she also serves as Research Vice-Dean. A pharmacist and PhD in life sciences, she specializes in metabolic biochemistry and conducts her research within the INSERM UMR 1253 iBraiN unit. Her work focuses primarily on identifying biomarkers, particularly metabolic ones, for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), with diagnostic, prognostic, and theranostic applications. She also develops innovative therapeutic approaches using biopharmaceuticals and explores the use of artificial intelligence for processing healthcare and research data. Vice President for Research at CHU Tours since 2022, she is actively involved in numerous national and international scientific networks. Author of over 200 publications with an H-index of 38, she has been awarded multiple competitive research grants. Her career combines scientific excellence, innovation, and a strong commitment to training the next generation of researchers.

		Patrizia Longone		Dr. Longone is Head of the Molecular Neurobiology Unit at the Fondazione Santa Lucia in Rome. 
She’s been working in the field of neurodegeneration for several years, with a particular interest in Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis and Frontotemporal Dementia. She initially focused on the role of the glutamatergic system in both the spinal cord and the motor cortex. More recently, she has been analyzing the role of TDP43 and its interaction with synaptic and receptor proteins, and the role of excess hydrogen sulphide in ALS with respect to its role in the modulation of glial cells. 

		Lunch

		Markus Weber		Markus Weber is Professor of Neurology at the University of Basel and serves as chief of the Neuromuscular Diseases Unit/ ALS Clinic at the Kantonsspital St.Gallen in Switzerland. Following completion of his residency at various academic hospitals in Germany and a neuromuscular fellowship at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver , Canada (1997-2000) he established the Neuromuscular Diseases Center/ALS Clinic in St.Gallen Switzerland.

His main research interest is in the field of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and motor neuron disorders and covers outcome measures, clinical neurophysiology, trial design and cannabinoid research. His work was crucial in developing a motor unit estimation technique called MUNIX as a biomarker for ALS clinical trials.

Prof. Weber has participated in several EU-funded projects (JPND, eRare) and has received numerous grants from national funding bodies and various foundations. He is a member of the ENCALS executive committee and the ENMC research committee and has previously served as co-chair of the European Academy of Neurology scientific panel on ALS and FTD

		Adriano Chiò 		Adriano Chiò is a neurologist in Torino, Italy, Full Professor of Neurology at the University of Torino, and Director of the ALS Center at both the University and the Città della Salute e della Scienza Hospital. He coordinates the ITALSGEN Consortium and is a founding member of the ENCALS and TRICALS networks. His research spans ALS epidemiology, cognition, neuroimaging, and genetics, with landmark contributions on phenotypic heterogeneity, risk factors—including studies on ALS in soccer players—and the diagnostic and prognostic use of FDG-PET. He played a key role in identifying major ALS genes such as C9orf72, VCP, MATR3, and KIF5A. Internationally recognized for his scientific leadership, he has authored over 550 peer-reviewed articles and received prestigious honors, including the Sheila Essey Award (2015) and the Norris Award (2021). His work continues to shape global understanding and management of ALS through collaborative research and translational innovation.

		Jan Loosli

		Charles Finsterwald
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Heure de début


08:45 Registration, In front of auditoire Yersin, CHUV, Lausanne


09:00 Welcoming


Sylvain Lengacher, co-CEO GliaPharm SA


09:05 Puccini Foundation presentation, 


Luca Regli and Filippo Donati, Puccini Foundation


09:15 AAV-based gene therapy: application to motoneuron disease and next-


generation vector design


Bernard Schneider, EPFL


Morning Session
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